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) Andrew Moffat is a respected figure among liberal-minded teachers. He is the prime mover

of a teaching plan called No Outsiders, which aims to raise youngsters’ awareness, from the
earliest years of school, of things grouped under words like equality and diversity. The books,
games and discussions that the programme recommends have the stated goal of reinforcing
Britain’s Equality Act, which bars discrimination on grounds of race, creed, gender, sexuality and
gender change. It is offered on a voluntary basis for use in schools, libraries and parent-teacher
groups all over England, and many have taken it up. But this week Mr. Moffat and his course were
at the eye of a storm in his own workplace, a primary school in a heavily Muslim part of
*Birmingham where parents are furious over the gay-friendly message.

Since early February, there have been demonstrations outside Parkfield Community School,
led by mothers who say their children, aged between four and 11, should not be receiving

) lessons which are out of step with their religious culture. Things came to a head on March 1st

when hundreds of children were kept away from school in protest. Mr. Moffat, who is assistant
head teacher at the school, reports receiving many offensive messages. Some imply that the
teacher who is gay himself, has been using local children as *guinea-pigs in an unwanted social
experiment.

Among the mothers protesting (peacefully) outside the school, the emphasis is on the
“confusion” suffered by their kids and the school’s indifference to the religious character of the
neighbourhood. “We don’t send our children to school to learn about LGBT. We send them to
learn about maths, science and English,” said one, who complained that Mr. Moffat “is not
respecting our *ethos.” The school was encouragedto ( 3 ) by Ofsted, the authority which
evaluates schools and has rated Parkfield as outstanding. Amanda Spielman, the agency’s chief
inspector, said it was vital for children to be aware of “families that have two mothers or two
fathers”.

On March 4, 4) the school seemed to be backing down, although it denied having done so.

Parents received a letter saying No Outsiders lessons would not be delivered for the remainder of
the term, and promised consultations over future lessons. This was widely interpreted as a
surrender by the school, but its bosses maintained that they had never intended to organise the
controversial classes between now and the spring holidays. The head of the educational trust
which runs the school, Hazel Pulley, insisted that the lessons would restart in the summer term.
The row has laid bare some wide gap within the Labour party that dominates city politics.
Shabana Mahmood, a Muslim parliamentarian from Birmingham, urged educational authorities

to show understanding for (s the parents’ position. They were not demanding any special treatment

for their children at secondary school, she said, but had a reasonable concern that the contested

classes were being offered too early: the issue was “all about the age appropriateness of
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conversations with young children in the context of religious backgrounds.”

She ran into a storm of objections from fellow Labour supporters. But Nick Gibb, the
Conservative Party’s schools minister, seemed to hint that she might have a point. He confirmed
that schools were required to promote the Equality Act. However, without making clear whether
he was unveiling a new policy or just interpreting an existing one, he also acknowledged that:
“@) All schools, whether religious or not, will be required to take the religious beliefs of their

pupils into account when they decide to deliver certain content, and to ensure that topics are

appropriately handled.”

That will continue to be a challenge in Birmingham, where according to the census of 2011,
40% of children were being raised as Muslims, and conservative strands of the faith, such as *the

Deobandis and the Salafis enjoy much influence.

(Adapted from “Battles over LGBT education reach a messy stalemate” by Erasmus, The Economist.
Copyright © The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019. All rights reserved. —E %I
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The world stands (1 ) afood crisis worse than any seen for at least 50 years, the
UN has warned as it urged governments to act swiftly to avoid disaster.

Better social protections for poor people are urgently needed as the looming recession
following the coronavirus pandemic may put basic nutrition beyond their reach, the UN secretary
general, Anténio Guterres, said on Tuesday.

“ (2 ) immediate action is taken, it is increasingly clear that there is an impending
global food emergency that could have long-term impacts on hundreds of millions of children and
adults,” he said. “We need to act now to avoid the worst impacts of our efforts to control the
pandemic.”

Although harvests of staple crops are holding up, and the export bans and protectionism
that experts feared have so far been largely avoided, the worst of the impacts of the pandemic and
ensuing recession are yet to be felt. Guterres warned: “Even in countries with abundant food, we
see risks of disruption in the food supply chain.”

About 50 million people risk falling into extreme poverty this year owing to the pandemic,
but the long-term effects will be even worse, as poor nutrition in childhood causes lifelong
suffering. Already, one in five children around the world are stunted in their growth by the age of
five, and millions more are likely to suffer the same fate if poverty rates soar.

Guterres laid out (3) a three-point plan to repair the world’s ailing food systems and prevent

further harm. These are: to focus aid on the worst-stricken regions to avoid immediate disaster,
and for governments to prioritise food supply chains; to strengthen social protections so that young
children, pregnant and breastfeeding women and other at-risk groups — including children who
are not receiving school meals in lockdown — receive adequate nutrition; and to invest in the future,
by building a global recovery from the pandemic that prioritises healthy and environmentally
sustainable food systems.

Maximo Torero, the chief economist of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, said
the world’s food systems were under threat as never before in recent times, as 4 the pandemic and

lockdowns hinder people’s ability to harvest and buy and sell food. “We need to be careful,” he
said. “This s)( ) ( WTHC (AN DT Y

Harvests are healthy and supplies of staple foods such as grains are strong, according to

the UN report on the impact of Covid-19 on food security and nutrition, published on Tuesday.
But most people get their food from local markets, which are vulnerable to disruption from
lockdowns.

Increasing unemployment and the loss of income associated with lockdowns are also
putting food out of reach for many struggling people. Though global markets have remained
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steady, the price of basic foods has begun to rise in some countries.

Lockdowns are slowing harvests, while millions of seasonal labourers are unable to work.
Food waste has reached damaging levels, with farmers forced to dump perishable produce as the
result of supply chain problems, and in the meat industry plants have been forced to close in some
countries.

( I ) , according to the UN. The report pointed to conflict, natural disasters,
the climate crisis, and the arrival of pests and plant and animal plagues as existing problems. East
Africa, for instance, is facing the worst *swarms of locusts for decades, while heavy rain is
hampering relief efforts.

The additional impact of the coronavirus crisis and lockdowns, and the resulting recession,
would compound the damage and tip millions into dire hunger, experts warned.

“( I ) ,” said Agnes Kalibata, the UN secretary general’s special envoy
for the 2021 food systems summit. “It has exposed dangerous deficiencies in our food systems
and actively threatens the lives and livelihoods of people around the world, especially the more
than 1 billion people who have employment in the various industries in food systems.”

She pointed to Latin America and the Caribbean, where a third of the population already
live in a precarious state of food insecurity, and where Brazil is fast becoming a hotspot for
coronavirus cases. “Across the region, the pandemic has weakened economies and disrupted
supply chains, leading to food price hikes,” she warned.

The pandemic risks reversing the progress that has been made in recent decades on lifting
people out of poverty and improving their access to healthy food, the UN found.

( m ) , said Elwyn Grainger-Jones, the executive director of the CGIAR
System Organization, a global agricultural research body. “Solutions need to be science-based and
coordinated across sectors to provide immediate response and assistance for those most in need,
ongoing and inclusive support in recovery and — perhaps most importantly — future resilience to
all shocks, including climate extremes.”

(Copyright Guardian News & Media Ltd 2022 —EF k%)
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7 The Covid-19 crisis is attacking us at every angle

- Any remedies must also target the climate emergency, which is strongly linked to the world’s
food systems

¥ Even before the lockdowns, the global food system was failing in many areas
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